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Gilbert Arts Academy considers  the education of our students a partnership between parent/guardian(s) and school.  Children are very impressionable and learn important study habits and behaviors during these early formative years, most often modeling the behavior they are exposed to.  It is our expectation that parents will support our educational efforts at home by: (i) providing an area free from distraction for children to do homework; (ii) reading with your child(ren) for fifteen (15) minutes each evening; (iii) encouraging healthy eating habits; (iv) providing a consistent bed-time and ensuring children get a minimum of eight (8) hours uninterrupted sleep each night; (v) ensuring children get to school on time and are ready to learn.  Parents with concerns regarding their child's education are encouraged to contact the school and request a parent/teacher conference.  Additionally we believe that all children deserve the right to feel safe on campus and administration has adopted a discipline policy to help ensure that right is preserved.

A strong partnership between the school and home is essential if a quality educational program is to be provided to all students. Gilbert Arts Academy School is dedicated to the philosophy that parent involvement is integral to the success of each student. For this reason, parents are actively recruited as our partners for success. 

Parents have the right and are encouraged to be involved in the planning, review, and improvement of school programs and policies. Opportunities for parent input regarding Gilbert Arts Academy’s Parent Involvement Policy,  Title I/NCLB program, NCA plan, and parent/school compact are presented throughout the year. 

The parent involvement policy and parent/school compact are reviewed during the Title I Spring Advisory meeting, with parents, for the following year. During this meeting, both policies are evaluated for their effectiveness in the current school year and necessary changes are made with input from all stakeholders. Reasonable notice of the Spring Advisory meeting is provided through mailers and telephone calls as well as information posted throughout the school and on the school website. These policies will be given to parents during enrollment of their student beginning the following school year.

In the fall, an Open House is held to welcome parents to the new school year and provide information about Gilbert Arts Academy's participation in a school wide Title I program. During this meeting information about Title I, the rights of parents to be involved, eligibility for participation in the program, the requirements of Title I, school curriculum, and the academic assessments used to measure student progress are discussed. The Parent Involvement Policy is also reviewed. Parents are invited to this event through mailers, phone calls, and school wide postings.

Four NCLB/NCA Steering Committee meetings are held annually. The school wide plan and its implementation are discussed, data is reviewed and evaluated, and changes are made when needed. The committee consists of representatives from administration, teachers, parents, and students. These meetings are open to all stakeholders and announced via mail, telephone, school website and school wide posting.

Under this current policy, parents should know that Gilbert Arts Academy will make every reasonable effort to accommodate the needs of our stakeholders. Flexible meeting times and opportunities for additional meetings will be made available upon request. Gilbert Arts Academy will assist in ensuring equal access including, but not limited to, providing transportation to and from meetings and school events, providing childcare to allow parents to participate in meetings and events, and providing home visits to enable parents to participate in school related meetings and training sessions. Gilbert Arts Academy will provide parents with timely information about the Title I program, school wide plan, and other policies. Gilbert Arts Academy's newsletters, notes on report cards, school website, mailings and minutes from the site based meetings will provide current information. 

Upon request, Gilbert Arts Academy will provide parents with a description and explanation of the curriculum used, the forms of academic assessment used to measure student progress and proficiency levels, and levels students are expected to meet in the form of the Stanford 9, AIMS, and AZELLA scores. These can be explained by teachers in a conference or by an administrator.

If requested by parents, Gilbert Arts Academy  will provide appropriate parent participation opportunities for regular meetings to formulate suggestions in decisions relating to a student's education. These can be individual parent conferences or group meetings to discuss issues that pertain to all students. 

The Parent-School Compact, signed during the enrollment conference by the student, parent, and principal, will outline how everyone will share in the responsibility for improved student achievement.  If needed, Gilbert Arts Academy  will provide assistance in understanding the state's academic content standards, the state student achievement standards, and the local assessments through the use of teachers, individual guidance counselors, technology, and training as necessary. 

Gilbert Arts Academy will ensure that information relating to school meetings, parent programs, and associated activities will be sent to participating children in a form and language that parents can understand. Counselors, ESL teachers, social workers, principals, and a resource center will be available as required.
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